PRESS SECRETARIAT

MINISTRY OF THE PRIME MINISTER & CABINET

Apia, Samoa
Telephone : (685) 63222 ext 746, 747, 748, (685) 24799, (685) 26397
Fax : (685) 26322 Email: presssecretariat@samoa.ws
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PRESS RELEASE ON TOA O SAMOA

The Prime Minister, the Hon. Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi, who is also the Patron
of Rugby League Samoa, said today that he was proud of the way Toa Samoa
and the teams from Papua New Guinea, Fiji and Tonga competed strongly in the
2008 Rugby League World Cup tournament which ends this weekend in
Australia. He added that he welcomed the announcement made yesterday by
the Rugby League International Federation of the adoption of practical plans
aimed at the robust promotion of rugby league in the Pacific island countries and
other countries where the sport is not widely played. The assistance will be
funded by a profit of at least AUS$5 million from the 2008 World Cup tournament.
He also expects the governing body of the RLI Federation to introduce urgently
needed reforms in the organization of future World Cups in order to promote the
Sport globally.

Tuilaepa said, “I was very impressed with the high level of skills and the spirited
commitment shown by the players from the Pacific island countries in this
tournament. There is no doubt that they contribute greatly to the overall success
of this competition and that the decision to commit significant resources to the
development of the sport in emerging rugby league countries is just reward for
their emphatic contribution”. He went on to say “The plan to launch a South
Pacific Cup next year to be contested by teams from PNG, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa
and the Cook Islands, with the winner joining Australia, New Zealand and
England in the Four Nations tournament in 2010 is a good start in giving our

teams the opportunity to compete regularly at the highest level. At the same



time, the provision by the Rugby League International Federation of development
officers and resources such as training gear and equipment, better grounds and
stadiums, travel and accommodation assistance to the emerging national
federations will certainly help in efforts to significantly upgrade the standard of
rugby league in these countries. We look forward to the swift and effective

implementation of these plans.

Referring to the situation in Samoa, Tuila’epa said, “Samoa sees a need for
notable improvement in several areas of rugby league affairs at the local and
international levels if the sport is to take full advantage of the success of this
World Cup Tournament. Samoa will continue to make its views known at the
appropriate time and place. | am sure that in the coming months, many of these
matters will be discussed and views from different countries will be given full fair

and balanced consideration”.

The Prime Minister pointed out that “The Samoan government and community
strongly support and assist the development of rugby league in Samoa, the
Pacific region and beyond. Samoa already has world class sport grounds and
training facilities which are of course readily available to rugby league teams and
players. And Samoa would be a willing and efficient host to any rugby league

tournament including international ones”.

The Prime Minister concluded his remarks by thanking Mr Peter Paul Jnr the
President of Rugby League Samoa and Mr Fritz Tuiavii-Savaiinaea the
Secretary-General for their time, effort and resources which have gone into the
organization of the local rugby league federation, particularly in relation to
preparations and participation by Toa Samoa in the World Cup tournament. He
hoped that their voluntary work will be largely replaced by paid assistance under

the plans adopted by the Rugby League International Federation.

Government Press Secretariat



