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SPECIAL PRESS RELEASE

In light of the recent incident aboard a Polynesian Blue flight from Apia to Auckland,
the Ministry of the Prime Minister and Cabinet issues the following statement.

The 30-year old woman who gave birth onboard the flight is a citizen of Samoa and a
returnee of the joint New Zealand-Samoa Recognised Seasonal Employment (RSE)
scheme.

All pre-departure procedures approved by the two governments and involving (RSE)
employers were followed to the letter.

One of those procedures is that RSE returnees who spend less than twelve (12) months in
the country are not required to undergo a medical or submit a medical report. The woman
in question had spent only five months in Samoa, between contracts.

Upon investigation, it was determined that neither the parents nor the family of the
woman had any prior knowledge of her pregnancy.

The Government of Samoa will be working with the Government of New Zealand on
ways of minimizing the likelihood of such an incident from recurring in the future.

The Government of Samoa is committed to the continuity of this successful programme
which has been of tremendous benefit to both countries and their respective peoples.
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